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This is in reply to your letter of March 1, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RIC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RIC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RIC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the"point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

~~;f.~
Richa~J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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JACK QUINN
30TH DIST"'CT. NEW YORK

403 MAIN ST.
SUITE 510

BUFFALO. NY 14203
(716) 845-5257 ~ongrt~~ of tbt linittb ~tatt~

"OU~t of ~tprt~tntatibt5

.a~bing1on, m~ 20515-3230

March 1, 1993

331 CANNON BUILDING
WASHINGTON. DC 20515

(202' 226-3308

Honorable James H. Quello
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

.
Dear Commissioner Quello:

I am writing on behalf of my constituents regarding proposed rule PR Docket
92-235, and how it impacts recreational use by radio-controlled model airplane users.

I am enclosing several original letters with comments which I would like
included in the public record, and reviewed prior to publication of a final rule. I
believe you will find almost all of the comments are strongly opposed to the proposed
rule.

Thank you for your consideration.

JQ:edw
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February 6, 1993

The Honorable Jack Quinn
U.S. House of Repres~ntatives

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Quinn:

I have been interested in aviation for as long as I can remember.
I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy constructing
and operating radio controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about' proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for
model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability
for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a
result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio
control frequencies and cause interference to radio control opera­
tions. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently avail­
able for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will
be left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and
the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve
the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies.
If the number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the
FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin
of safety will be

inished



(page 2)

fly our models at organized events and contest where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of
radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.

I do nt think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of radio control
modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business users
of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement
and deyelopment of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

~~~~,
Leonard L. Lampka, Jr.
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{Date} Lj7 /93
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Sirs:

It has recently come to my attention that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) is considering an action that
will severely limit and potentially eliminate a very important
hobby of mine, radio controlled (RIC) model airplanes,
helicopters, cars and boats.

Your Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of your rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for safe use of RIC aircraft and surface models by keeping 10 kHz
spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by
RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 kHz of frequencies available to us.
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the MHz
band and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band now used by
hobbyists. In fact. more channels will likely be affected.

This action will have a severe. detrimental impact upon me and the
entire RIC hobby industry. If put into effect, my airplane or
helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a mobile user I'd
have no way of knowing about. This creates a severe health
hazard.

I have been involved in this hobby for Z 3 years. I own ..LQ
radios and~ model airplanes, helicopters, cars and boats. In
addition, I have numerous engines, motors, chargers, field
accessories and other products necessary to support my hobby.
When you consider there are hundreds of thousands of other RIC
hobbyists in the u.s. Just like me. these proposed rule changes will
affect a lot of people economically and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to reconsider this. Keep 10 kHz spacing between all
frequencies on 7S MHz and 72 MHz bands available for safe use by
RIC enthusiasts. Please don't eliminate this hobby that has grown
tremendously over the past 30 years and has so much investment
of money and enjoyment of people nationwide.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,~

,/lH /l -ff__'7t...:.6:-::::--...t---L---
Address: I 7?, ctJtf'LLI'NCrcY'V ,nt.t/c:

/3tJ/~~4LO Ny 1C/2.2-3
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Feb 6, 1993

Honorable Jack Quinn

House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Sirs:

It has recently come to my attention that the FCC is considering

an action that will severely limit and potentially eliminate a very

important hobby of mine, radio control (RIC) model airplanes.

helicopters, cars and boats.

Your Notlce of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235

replaces Part 90 of your rules with a new part 88. Part 90 allows for

safe use of RIC aircraft and surface models by keeping 10kHz

spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by RIC
enthusiasts. The new part 88 will allow mobile users on frequencies

within 2.5 kHz of frequencies available to us, eliminating safe use

of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the MHz band and 10 of the 30

frequencies on the 75MHz band now used by hobbyists. In fact. more

channels will likely be affected.

This action will have a severe, detrimental impact upon me and

the entire RIC hobby industry. If put into effect, my airplane or

helicopoter could easily be shot out of the sky by a mobile user

I'd have no way of knowing about. This creates a severe health hazard.

I have been in this hobby for 5 years. I own 5 radios and 14 model

airplanes, cars and boats. In addition, I have numerous engines,

motors, chargers, field accessories and other products necessary to

support My hobby. When you consider there are hundreds of thousands

of other RIC hobbyists in the U.S. just like me, these proposed rule

changes will affect a lot of people economically and in terms of

employment.

I urge you to reconsider this. Keep 10kHz spacing between all

frequencies on 75MHz and 72MHz bands available for safe use by RIC
enthusiasts. Please don't eliminate this hobby that has grown

tremendously over the past 30 years and has so much investment of

money and enjoyment of people nationwide.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely.



Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sirs:

It has recently come to my attention that the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) is considering an action that
will severely limit and potentially eliminate a very important
hobby of mine, radio controlled (RIC) model airplanes,
helicopters, cars and boats.

Your Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of your rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for.safe use of RIC aircraft and surface models by keeping 10 kHz
spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by
RIC enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 kHz of frequencies available to us,
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the MHz
band and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75 MHz band now used by
hobbyists. In fact, more channels wl1llikely be affected.

This action will have a severe, detrimental impact upon me and the
entire RIC hobby industry. If put into effect, my airplane or
helicopter could easily be shot out of the sky by a mobile user I'd
have no way of knowing about. This creates a severe health
hazard-.

I have been i olv obby for .&years.I~0
radios and model airplanes. ellcopters,@!Jan boats In
addition. I have numerous e neSt motors. chargers. fie
accessories and other products necessary to support my hobby.
When you consider there are hundreds of thousands of other RIC
hobbyists in the U.S. Just like me, these proposed rule changes will
affect a lot of people economlcaliy and in terms of enjoyment.

I urge you to reconsider this. Keep 10 kHz spacing between all
frequencies on 75 MHz and 72 MHz bands available for safe use by
RIC enthusiasts. Please don't eliminate this hobby that has grown
tremendously over the past 30 years and has so much investment
of money and enjoyment of people nationwide. , ./~ /" ~ ,

Thank you for your consideration. R~~~
Sincerely,

4H/l.eF ~7i ~ q~
"- -L Ol2 lu e

Address' If'/0 S/I/110 C "
. 269 0

!?ESIOJC/ vA -;2.
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the erltire RIC t10bby indllstry" If ptJt ir'1tc errect, rny
ail~plane or helicopt2I~ could easj.ly be shot out of the sky by
a ITlobile Llser I~d have no l£Jay of knD~jing about" Ttlis creates
a severe heE~lth tla2ar~d»
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The Honorable Bill Paxon
1314 Longworth Building

Washington D. C. 20515

Dear Senator Paxon:

February 3, 1993

I am a member of The Flying Knights of Hamburg, New York. For as long as I ~an
remember I have been interested in aviation in all its forms. I enjoy many hours constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes, as do all the members of my club.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accident~ and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 ivlliz band. This band is plimarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio centrol frequcncies in this band arc
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the·band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
airplanes, only 19 frcquencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

Whcn \VI.: 11y our mood airplanes under mdio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection ofproperty. Many ofour safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build~ but more to the point,
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injwy, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our modeL<i at organized events and

thecraf1 4da n d

contr3ftly42fly



The Honorable Bill Paxon
13 U Longworth Building

Washington D. C. 20515

Dear Senator Paxon:

February 3, 1993

I am a member of The Flying Knights of Hamburg, New York. For as long as I can
remember I have been interested in aviation in all its forms. I enjoy many hours constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes, as do all the members of my club. ..

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federai Communications Commission (FCC). Tne proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules wiD greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 Nffiz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band arc
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many bnd mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies \VilJ be left if these new rules are adopted.

\Vhen we Hy our modd airplanes under mdio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of llc;able frequencies is diminished ae; proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to bui1d~ but more to the point,
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our modele; at organized events and
contests where hundred<; of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in <>-fder to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not tlUnk it is wie;e of the FCC to seek to improve the operation conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
cany out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. ~

./7 / /1"/1
-j/~ ''1 C"~,
. /. V /;J/. /

.... / .-/~. ..-----...,
r-h,'Cc:\ -I- ......... (~ .. '---
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I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
",,·i:~ ~;t;;i.l~j4 ."e:d;,;c(; ~~~ u~ub;litj· :;f freq:':~:1c:e3 c:.L~entlj' ~ssigned fer mede! use a.r:.d i~crease the ri~k of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan, As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will



The Honorable Bill Pa-xon
1314 Longworth Building

Washington D. C. 20515

Dear Senator Paxon:

February 3, 1993

I am a member of The flying Knights of Hamburg, New York. For as long as I can
remember I have been interested in aviation in all its forms. I enjoy many hours constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes, as do all the members of my club.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is ptimarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band arc
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control tfequencies and cause inter1erence to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

\Vnen we Jly our model airplanes under r••dio control, we go to great length~ to .lssurc the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point.
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death ifradio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our model~ at organized events and
contests where hundred" of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in qfder to assure a s.:1fe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operation conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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February 10. 1993
re: PR Docket 92-235

THE HONORABLE JACK QUINN
HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
HASHTNGTON. D.C. 20515

DEAR MR. QUINN:

I am a retired Postal employee and derive Illany hours of pleasllr,' from
building and operating radio controlled models. I also aIll ~lso a member of
the Academy of Model Aeronautics, Ric Aircrafters club and an active
competitor-in local and national events.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under
consideration by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The
pro c e e din g i s P R Doc k e t _9 2-=- 2 3 S. I fad 0 pte d, the new r u 1 e s 1" ill g rea t 1 y

reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for mode] use and
increase the rish of accidellts and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band IS

primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our
radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from the land
mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting
them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result,
many land mobile frequencies will move closer to the radio control
frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told
that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control
of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great
lengths to assure the safety of the operators and bystanders and the
protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of
usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased since the proposed new frequencies are so close. Interference
will occur and render most model frequencies unusable.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10
feet and weigh as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are
e x pen s i vet 0 h 11 i 1d: h 11 t· lTl 0 r (' t. 0 t· h e p n i n I, ! h p v are cap <I b 1 e 0 f c a u sin g
propeet.'" damag,'. s"rious in.iury, or evPtl dp,c,trl if r'c1dio·iTlt,'>rfer0nce causes
the 0 p p rat 0 r t. () los e l: 0 n t r u 1 .. f Ii) C' c;-· ,11 t. ~': e () f t \-' n r].. ,) u r In () d (' 1 c; a t

organized event.s dlld (,Olltt.'~;ts \,h,'r-e hundreds of operators part.icipate and
hundreds of bystanders watch. We need the use of our of our full complement
of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying environment.



I do not think tl: \'I~,e C)f the FCC to seek to IlDprove the operating
c 0 11'J. j t i 0 11 ~ 0 f L" n d m0 h i 1 e r ;'1 d j 0 use r sat I h e e x pen s e 0 f r a d i 0 C 0 11 t r oJ 1
mc> del e r s. The FCC may Il 0 t t h ink '"ear e a~; i ill P 0 r tan t a~; bus i n e s sus ie' r s 0 f
r ,1 d i 0 s, but \oj '" h a \- e a "<) n sid p r;oj b 1 e in v est men tin 0 u r mod e 1 sandill 0 u r-

i" ::, <Ii () .' rp.1L r!ll c· n I (T 0 w n r h rep r i e c e S 0 f r a d joe q u.i p men t t hat w a u 1 d b e
unusable if this freql1pncy assignment is adopted). The hobby provide~ many
hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to
the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

safe enjoyment of my
its proposals for the

Please helI-' me contInue the
allo~ing the FCC to carry out

pastime by not
72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,
~ -
/~~~ (Lh£jl~-;,-L..

Leonard AndrE',",,::;
AMA# 363963



The Honorable Bill Paxon
1314 Longworth Building

Washington D. C. 20515

Dear Senator Pa.'\.on:

February 3, 1993

I am a member of The Flying Knights of Hamburg, New York. For as long as I can
remember I have been interested in aviation in all its forms. I enjoy many hours constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes, as do all the members of my club.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accident~ and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in thc 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operation'). Howcver, our radio control frequencies in this hand are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we h.we been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model

~ airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

When wc lly out model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airpl:mes r~ve wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point.
they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events arid

. contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in o,fder to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wi<;e of the FCC to seek to improve the operation conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like
myself and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.



RAYMOND F. ROLL, JR.
42 Delaware Avenue, Suite 300
Buffalo, New York 14202-3901

(716) 849-1333

February 3, 1993

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: PROPOSED RULE - PR DOCKET 92-235

Gentlemen:

I am extremely concerned about this proposed FCC rule. It
would do great damage to the sport and hobby of model aviation. I
am writing to express my great concern about the possible adoption
of the rule under consideration by the FCC with the above docket
number.

Model aviation has been part of the American scene since the
early part of this century, having started prior to the successful
flight of the Wright Brothers at Kitty Hawk. Today model builders
and flyers in every state of the union pursue a hobby which has
contributed greatly to the science of aeronautics and many related
fields. Several of our astronauts were attracted to aviation
through their model building experience. Countless scientists and
engineers have entered the field by reason of their interest in
this complex hobby/sport of model aviation.

Today large numbers of model builders construct and operate
model aircraft throughout our country utilizing radio signals
transmitted from hand-held transmitters to receivers in model
aircraft. Competition among radio controlled (R/C) flyers is
conducted throughout the U.S. and U.S. flyers compete in
international competitions throughout the world.

Competition is regulated by the Academy of Model Aeronautics
based in Washington, DC, which is a unit of the FAI, the
organization which regulates full scale and model aviation
competition throughout the world.

The proposed rule making would represent a breach of faith
with model builders who only recently were given the use of radio
frequencies which would now be threatened by allowing insertion of
new frequencies for use by commercial users.
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The proposed new frequencies would be extremely close to those
now utilized by model aviation and proposed technical
specifications allow legal frequency tolerance which could place
their signal directly in those of radio controlled aircraft. This
type of interference is extremely dangerous since it could cause
loss of control of aircraft resulting in potential hazard to life
and property.

A further threat is presented by the fact that the new
inserted frequencies would be mobile in nature, thereby presenting
a threat of interference at any time and any place.

Model aviation is an important and productive activity engaged
in by millions of dedicated model aviation enthusiasts. It has
been a part of the fabric of American life for almost a century and
deserves to be protected from the threat which the proposed rule
represents.

Very truly yours,

Raymond F. Roll, Jr.

RFR:fmb

cc: Academy of Model Aeronautics
Hon. Alfonse D'Amato
Hon. Patrick Moynihan
Rep. William Paxon
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I am a h.~ . 74727 . Knights of Hamburg, New York. For as long as I can
remember I have been mlt;l..,¥. iviation in all its forms. I enjoy many hours constructing and
operating radio controlled model airplanes, as do all the members of my club. .

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and
increase the risk of accident') and attendant liability for controlling model ai.-planes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is plimarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in tt..,is band are
far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band
without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. A~ a result, many land mobile frequencies
will move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations.
I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model
airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.

\Vhcn we 11y our model airpl;mes under mdjo control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the
number of 1L~able frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as
much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point,
they are capable ofcausing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference
causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of operators participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio
frequencies in qfder to assure a safe flying environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operation conditions ofland
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in
our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands ofpeople like
myf;elf and contributes to the advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pa
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.
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